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It feels strange to point this out during a year in which so many bad, no
good, completely awful things have happened. But! 2020 has been a
really excellent year for music so far. When it comes to picking my
favorites from the first half of 2020, I initially planned on sticking with a
succinct Top 10. But I was leaving so many records that I love off the
table. So I opted for 20. (Though even then I’ve left off some really good
releases from the likes of Dogleg, Melkbelly, Grimes, and Pearl Jam.)
There are a number of great records that seem to have been made about
2020, even though they obviously weren’t. And there are records that feel
like antidotes to the madness we’re experiencing each and every day via
our social media feeds and front windows. Music can be a mirror, and it
can also be a balm. This year abounds with examples of both. Here are
my favorites, listed in alphabetical order.

-- Steven Hyden, Uproxx Cultural Critic and author of This Isn't
Happening: Radiohead's "Kid A" And The Beginning Of The 21st Century

In case you missed it...

Our YouTube channel now has a collection of classic music videos from
My Bloody Valentine, Tori Amos, Fountains Of Wayne, with more to
come. 

Break out your flannel, because Bright Eyes have finally announced a
release date for Down In The Weeds Where The World Once Was, their
first album in nearly a decade.
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Phoebe Bridgers took a page out of Walter White's book and did donuts
in a parking lot while singing "I See You" on The Late Late Show. She
also argued that disliking The 1975 is sexist.

More festival cancellations: Bonnaroo, Outside Lands, and Riot Fest all
pulled the plug their 2020 festivals. The latter two have already
announced 2021 lineups.

The latest Indie Mixtape 20 Q&A is with Becca Mancari, who definitely
regrets her first tattoo.

OPENING TRACKS

BILL CALLAHAN
For many years, Bill Callahan didn’t put out any new music. Thankfully,
this masterful singer-songwriter appears to be on a prolific streak after
last year’s Shepherd In A Sheepskin Vest. He’s just announced that his
next album, Gold Record, will be out in September, and it’s previewed
with the new song “Pigeons.”
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JESSIE WARE

It’s fair to say that what we could
all use right now is a fun and

extremely lush disco record to take
our minds off of all this. English

singer-songwriter Jessie Ware has
happily stepped up and delivered:

Her new album What’s Your
Pleasure? is plush with Studio 54
vibes and Giorgio Moroder beats.

LISTEN

ARCA

This Venezuelan electronic record
producer operates entirely in her
own lane of futurist, experimental
pop. She’s already had a busy
2020, dropping a sprawling 62-
minute song called “@@@@@” in

February and now coming through
with a new album, her fourth, Kick
I, which presents Arca at her most

accessible. 

LISTEN

LISTEN

Follow us on Instagram

Join the discussion
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HUM

The miracle of Inlet, the first album
in 22 years from the midwestern
indie-rock band Hum, is that it

doesn’t sound like an album by a
band that hasn’t put anything out in

22 years. The band’s perfectly
calibrated grunge-pop fuzz was
somehow preserved in amber,
without sounding contrived. 

LISTEN

EZRA FEINBERG

This composer and musician
specializes in dreamy, pastoral

soundscapes that evoke
Meddle-era Pink Floyd if they had
somehow hooked up with Brian

Eno and invented ambient music a
few years earlier. His latest record,

Recumbent Speech, is one of
2020’s most soothing and epic
records, unfolding with a quiet

confidence.

DEEP CUTS
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LISTEN

VINYL OF THE WEEK

ROBERT PLANT — 'DIGGING DEEP'
7" BOXED SET

Digging Deep spans three decades of Robert Plant's solo career,
compiling two songs from each of his eight solo albums. The result is 16
A-sides (including the #1 classics, “Little By Little,” “Tall Cool One,” and
“Hurting Kind"), as well as rare B-sides, all remastered and available on

vinyl for the first time. The entire collection is housed in a bespoke
hardback book, making it a can't-miss for any Led Zeppelin completist.

For a limited time, Indie Mixtape readers get 10% off this set by entering
the code PLANT10 at checkout.
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Cultures Collide
On Khruangbin’s
Highly Funky New
Album, 'Mordechai'

PICK IT UP

THROWBACK

'FEATS DON'T FAIL ME NOW' by LITTLE
FEAT

This endlessly funky California band is one of the most underrated acts
of the ’70s, drawing on a wide range of rock, folk, R&B, and country

influences to create an infectious stew of uplifting, good-time melodies
and danceable rhythms that has influenced everyone from Wilco to

Whitney.

LISTEN

LINER NOTES
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CHECK IT OUT

The Texas band Khruangbin has
produced the backyard barbecue
album of the year with Mordechai.
Read Uproxx’s interview with the
band here.

Follow the official playlist
Curated straight from Indie Mixtape HQ, and
updated weekly. A collaboration with Topsify.
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