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If it's a funeral, let's have the best funeral ever. 

These words, printed in white type against a black screen like a 

social media apology, open Shut Up And Play The Hits, the 2012 

documentary directed by Dylan Southern and Will Lovelace. 

When the film premiered 10 years ago this month at the 

Sundance Film Festival - it later played theatrically in the U.S. for 

just one night that July- the epigraph had an unmistakable 

meaning: Shut Up And Play The Hits is about the "final" 

concert by LCD Soundsystem, held at Madison Square Garden in 

the spring of 2017.The emotional climax the film comes when 

James Murphy, who has expressed uncertainty throughout the 

picture about whether he's made the right decision to shutter 

LCD Soundsystem, is invited to take one last look at the band's 

gear before it's sold off and scattered to the winds. On paper, this 

is an unusual trigger for a cathartic moment - in fact, one might 

even call it a strained contrivance for a movie without a strong 

ending. But as it's portrayed in the film, the sight of keyboards 

and sequencers and microphone stands sets Murphy on a 

Proustian reverie in which the life of LCD Soundsystem flashes 

before his eyes. And, like that, he breaks down dramatically into 

tears. I can't say how this played at Sundance in 2012. But in 2022, 

like so much about Shut Up And Play The Hits, this scene is so 

preposterous that it registers as unintentionally hilarious, like 

a This Is Spinal Tap for early 21st century indie rock. Check out my 

full ten-year retrospective on the film right here. 

-- Steven Hyden, Uproxx Cultural Critic and author of This Isn't 
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