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Rodrigo's Sourwould've been a pop hit in any era, and though her 

emergence is unlike any pop star we've ever seen, there's something 

familiar about her, too. That's because great songwriting - vulnerable, 

self-on-the-page, committed songwriting - is always familiar. Great 

songwriting feels Like home. And for so many Listeners, from Gen Z 

humming and dancing along on TikTok, to elder millennials reminded 

of their own early aughts favorites (Avril Lavigne, anyone?), Olivia's 

words rang true. Sour is a record about the anger, sadness, regret. and 

despair that can accompany Losing a relationship - plenty of writers, 

including me, have mined that rich territory for all its worth - but 

Rodrigo takes it a step further by constantly interrogating how she was 

complicit in the process of Losing herself. 

- Uproxx pop critic Caitlin White on the power of Olivia Rodrigo's

songwriting as she dominates the 2021 Uproxx Music Critics Poll
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MARIAH CAREY 

Mariah Carey has done it again. In a timespan where the chart has been 

ruled by the likes of Taylor Swift and Adele, this legendary diva has 

taken the No. 1 slot back for herself. This is the sixth time that Carey's 

"All I Want For Christmas Is You" has reached the top of the chart, made 

easier since the format shifted to acknowledge streaming instead of 

just purchases. It makes sense that everyone is returning to the Mariah 

classic in the week before the big holiday, especially in a year that 

helped us all realize our loved ones are so much more important than 

anything else. No matter where you're at this holiday season, find a 

moment to blast this Christmas anthem and celebrate the season. 

LISTEN 

BUBBLING UNDER 
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SHAWN MENDES 

On a lovelorn piano ballad, Shawn Mendes finally admits that his 

relationship isn't working. The fact that he's been involved in a very 

high-profile romance with Camila Cabello - which was only very 

recently announced as over - the song takes on a more personal 

meaning. Though all songs are obviously drawn in some sense from 

the artist's own experience, Mendes has pulled a T. Swift and made his 

heartbreak public ... right when the context for who the song is about 

couldn't be more clear. "If you tell me you're leaving/ I'll make it easy/ 

It'll be okay," he sings. So it sounds like the break-up was pretty mutual. 

Best of luck to both, and thanks Shawn, for a very class breakup 

anthem to add to our collective repertoire. 

LISTEN 
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CHECKOUT 

MICHAEL BUBLE - 'CHRISTMAS' 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY SUPER DELUXE BOX SET 

(SIGNED LIMITED EDITION) 

It's still the holiday season, which means you still have time to pick up 

a special limited-edition, signed 10th Anniversary set of Michael 

Buble's iconic Christmas album. Only 4,000 of these numbered box 

sets will be available exclusively from Buble's official store, featuring a 

12"x12" lithograph signed by the man himself, the original album on 

both CD and vinyl. and a myriad of bonus content, including a 48-page 

hardbound book revealing never-before-seen photos, lyrics to all 

songs, and more. 

PICK IT UP 

REMEMBER WHEN 

DECEMBER 18th BIRTHDAYS! 
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