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When was the last time you heard somebody complain about 

hipsters? Remember when that was a thing? Hipster hysteria 

peaked around 2010. That year, New York magazine published an 

article called 11What Was The Hipster? 11 that, perhaps presciently, 

indicated that the phenomenon had already peaked. Written in 

the dense language of an anthropological study, 11What Was The 

Hipster? 11 included a section on the so-called 11 Hipster Primitive 

Moment11 that 11recovered the sound and symbols of pastoral 

innocence with an irony so fused into the artworks it was no 

longer visi ble.11 Ind ie rock was sing led out for leading 11the artistry 

of this phase/' and certain attributes of notable aughts-era bands 

were enumerated -they have a thing for nature, they are bit a 

childish, they are obsessed with music of the 1960s, they are 

theatrical, they sometimes wear funny costumes, they are 

basically hippies (though likely won't identify as such). One band 

singled out in the article, of course, was Animal Collective, among 

the best and most acclaimed indie acts of the era, whose 

breakthrough 2004 album Sung Tongs was once described by 

Pitchfork's Mike Powell (in far more sympathetic fashion) as a 
11

children1s album11 made up of 11sing-alongs, nursery rhymes [and] 

lullabies.11 With the first AnCo album in six years, Time Skiffs, due 

this week, I revisited the band and the furor they once caused. 

Check out my findings here. 

-- Steven Hyden, Uproxx Cultural Critic and author of This Isn't 

Happening: Radiohead's "Kid A" and the Beginning of the 21st 

Century 
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