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Does Mitski really want to be here? The 31-year-old indie star has 

been sending mixed signals for a while now. In 2019, she 

announced a hiatus that many fans presumed was a retirement. 

She insisted at the time that she wasn't quitting, but in recent 

interviews she confirmed that actually she did plan at the time to 

quit her music career. But she ended up not quitting. Only she 

has hinted that she might quit at some point in the not-so­

distant future. 

What should be made of all this? Having interviewed Mitski 

myself, I know that her interactions with the press can be cordial 

but distant. On stage, she is one of the most magnetic and 

theatrical performers in indie rock, radiating star appeal even 

when she was playing dingy rock clubs. In interviews, however, 

she's enigmatic, prone to giving statements that seem revealing 

in the moment and then vague once you see them in print. And 

that seems entirely deliberate, and also understandable 

given the close readings her songs and press clippings have 

invited in the past. But the success and indie fame she received 

in the wake of 2018's Be The Cowboy has exacerbated this 

reticence. How does this translate to the new Laurel Hell? Check 

out my review here. 

-- Steven Hyden, Uproxx Cultural Critic and author of This Isn't 

Happening: Radiohead's "Kid A" and the Beginning of the 21st 

Century 
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