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Concert films are having a moment. One of the most popular
movies in America right now, Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour, grossed
$130 million worldwide in its opening weekend, the best start for
a concert film at the box office ever. In December, Beyonceé will
attempt to match that with her latest concert movie,
Renaissance. And then there's this fall's popular IMAX re-release
of Stop Making Sense, Jonathan Demme’s 1984 film about the
Talking Heads that is widely considered one of the finest concert
pictures of all time. All of this is ... a little surprising? After all, we
live in a time in which live footage of musicians has been
devalued to the point where every single person on Earth with a
camera phone can act like an amateur Jonathan Demme
shooting live concerts for worldwide distribution on YouTube. The
theatrical concert film at this juncture might have seemed like a
novelty, the cinematic equivalent of an album pressed on limited
edition colored vinyl, a throwback to a distant time when Baby
Boomers turned Woodstock and Gimme Shelter into cultural
events back in the 1970s. Sure enough, when | asked my six-year-
old daughter if she wanted to see The Eras Tour, she innocently
asked, “What a concert film?"” In the interest of providing a primer
for this cinematic subgenre, here's my list of the 30 best concert
films.

-- Steven Hyden, Uproxx Cultural Critic and author of five books,

most recently Long Road: Pearl Jam And The Soundtrack Of A
Generation
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In case you missed it...

The latest /ndiecast episode has Steven Hyden and lan Cohen
talking about the recent Bandcamp layoffs and the new album
from The Rolling Stones. Listen to it here.

Ozzy Osbourne apparently used to just say ‘f*ck it’ and wet
himself on stage because nobody noticed.

Green Day teased a 2024 tour with the Smashing Pumpkins,
Rancid, and The Linda Lindas.

Liam Gallagher claimed Noel Gallagher ‘refused’ to participate
in the Definitely Maybe anniversary tour.

Our latest Indie Mixtape 20 Q&A is with Wild Nothing, who is
pensive and existential on his new album Hold.

OPENING TRACKS
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These guttural English post-punkers are known for energetic live
shows loaded with barking anthems that work up equal

amounts of sweat and spit. They appear to be making a pivot
with their next aloum TANGK, due in February, which is co-
produced by Nigel Godrich and features sleeker sounds.
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THE LIBERTINES MANNEQUIN PUSSY
This notorious British bad boy If this flinty Philadelphia band
rock band has had plenty of didn't have the p-word in its
ups and downs over the years.  name, they could possibly take
It's been eight years since their over the world. Mannequin
previous alobum Anthems Of Pussy might in fact take over

Doomed Youth, but it looks like the world anyway if its
these mooks are gearing up for forthcoming album, / Got
some new music courtesy of A/l Heaven, has more undeniable
Quiet On The Eastern bangers like the title track,
Esplanade, due in March. which is also the first single.

_usrew | [ usren |
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HELADO NEGRO DUSK

Over the course of seven This country-rock outfit has the
albums, Roberto Carlos Lange same unpretentious charm as
has perfected his blend of their home state of Wisconsin.
electronic and folk music. We They favor group vocals, layers

expect this evolution to of keyboards and pedal steel,
continue in February when he and beer-friendly, shout-along

drops his latest work as Helado choruses. You can hear all of
Negro, Phasor. We definitely that in the single “Pissing In A

enjoy his latest single, “LFO Wishing Well” from the just

(Lupe Finds Oliveros),” which released Glass Pastures.

dropped last week.

g _usTen |

'"DEAD MAN'S POP' by THE REPLACEMENTS
— BUNDLE
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Dead Man's Pop is an exclusive bundle from The Replacements
featuring a stripped-down remix of the band’'s 1989 album Don't
Tell a Soul. It also includes demos, a live show, and other special
content.

'l16 LOVERS LANE' by THE GO-BETWEENS

=060-BETWEENS
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A perfect fall album. The songwriting rivalry between Robert
Forster and Grant McLennan lifted this charming indie-pop band
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to new heights on this collec “iskly strummed love songs.

[ usrew |

A look back at the
Rolling Stones

Steven Hyden wrote a
ridiculously detailed overview
of “late-period” Rolling Stones
albums in honor of the new
Hackney Diamonds.

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up here.

YOU SAY YOU WANT MORE MUSIC?

— Subscribe to our podcast and follow the official playlist

— Pop Life delivers all the latest music and messages in pop

— The Pit has everything you need to know about metal and
hard rock

f o O ¥
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