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:: View email as a web page ::

Welcome to the �rst installment of Rivals Revisited, a semi-

regular column in which I will discuss rivalries involving musical

artists both historic and contemporary. I come to this project

after writing a book on the topic as well as hosting a podcast. I

love writing and talking about music rivalries because 1) con�ict

is always interesting and 2) it’s a fascinating vehicle for exploring

the abstract ideas that these feuds represent. Believe it or not,

but there are still a lot of rivalries I haven’t covered yet, starting

with the one involving two of the best American rock bands of

the 1980s: R.E.M. and The Replacements. This is not a random

selection. Both bands are the subjects of worthy reissues this fall.

In September, Tim (Let It Bleed Edition) revived one of the most

beloved Replacements albums ever with a new remix that made

a classic sound like new again. On November 10, a 25th

anniversary edition of 1998’s Up will cast a new spotlight on

R.E.M.’s most underrated LP. These archival releases offer an ideal

excuse to talk about two great rock groups, and the rivalry they

had during the Reagan era. Read more here.

-- Steven Hyden, Uproxx Cultural Critic and author of �ve books,

most recently Long Road: Pearl Jam And The Soundtrack Of A

Generation

In case you missed it...
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The latest Indiecast episode has Steven Hyden and Ian Cohen

talking about a new album by The Gaslight Anthem and 20

years of The Shins' iconic album Chutes Too Narrow. Listen to it

here.

Frances Bean Cobain married Tony Hawk’s son, in case you

didn't feel old yet.

Robert Plant �nally revived Led Zeppelin’s ‘Stairway To Heaven,’

performing it for the �rst time since 2007.

Jason Isbell remembers avoiding Ivanka Trump and her ‘goofy

cowgirl clothes’ at a music festival.

OPENING TRACKS

KING GIZZARD & THE LIZARD
WIZARD

The danger of hyping a new album by this absurdly proli�c

Australian band is that they will probably release another new LP
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THE MOUNTAIN GOATS

John Darnielle is one of the

proli�c singer-songwriters in

indie rock, especially in the

past few years, so it’s no

surprise that the Mountain

Goats once again have a new

album on the horizon. The

band’s latest, Jenny From

Thebes, just dropped. The

recent single “‘Fresh Tattoo” is a

quality preview. 

LISTEN

MARNIE STERN

This guitar maestro made

ripping solos cool again in indie

circles back in the aughts and

early 2010s, and then went on

an extended hiatus. Now Stern

is back to reclaim her guitar

hero crown with her �rst album

in 10 years, the rightfully titled

The Comeback Kid. 

LISTEN

by the time we reach the end of this sentence. Such is the case

with The Silver Cord, a new KG&TLW album that sees them

moving in an electronic direction. 

LISTEN
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HOTLINE TNT

This recent signee of Jack

White’s Third Man Records is

due for a breakout with their

third album due Friday,

Cartwheel. A poppy shoegaze

out�t doesn’t skimp on catchy

melodies even as the guitars

push deep into the red, Hotline

TNT have attracted lots of hype

but the songwriting earns it. 

LISTEN

DANIEL DONATO

A hotshot guitarist raised on

the Grateful Dead, this twenty-

something-year-old road dog is

slowly but surely building a live

following with a twangy brand

of jammy country rock. But

unlike a lot of his jam-band

peers, Donato also makes really

good records, as evidenced by

the forthcoming Re�ector, due

November 10. 

LISTEN

DEEP CUTS

VINYL OF THE WEEK

'SAVIORS' by GREEN DAY — VINYL
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This January, Green Day is slated to release their 14th (!!!) album

Saviors, which they've already previewed with the excellent

single "The American Dream Is Killing Me." This neon pink and

green version of the vinyl is limited to less than 5,000 copies, so

pre-order it here before it's too late.

PICK IT UP

THROWBACK

'STREET HASSLE' by LOU REED

Everybody knows and loves the Velvet Underground, but lately

here at Indie Mixtape HQ we’ve been digging deep into the

master’s wildly uneven but always fascinating solo career. One of
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CHECK IT OUT

Listen to
Indiecast Episode
161

On the latest Indiecast, Steven

and Ian talk about the new

Gaslight Anthem album,

History Books. 

our favorites is this down and dirty 1978 album, known for the

epic title track which includes a guest spot by Bruce Springsteen.

LISTEN

LINER NOTES

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up here. 

YOU SAY YOU WANT MORE MUSIC?

→ Subscribe to our podcast and follow the of�cial playlist

→ Pop Life delivers all the latest music and messages in pop 

→ The Pit has everything you need to know about metal and

hard rock
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