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It’s not often the case that the buzziest album of the week is

centered around the �ute. But that was the case on November 17,

which must be counted as the wackiest release date of the year.

In any other context, the most bizarre record to drop would have

been Rockstar, Dolly Parton’s 141-minute “rock” album featuring

cameos from literally everybody in the music business, from

Brandi Carlile to Steven Tyler. But Rockstar has to take a back

seat to New Blue Sun, the new 87-minute collection of �ute-

based ambient jazz jams from Andre 3000. It’s actually a pretty

cool record! It’s also not the only new �ute-oriented new release

 — there’s also The Complete Budokan 1978, a box set culled from

Bob Dylan’s infamous �ute-happy run of shows in Japan. At this

rate, surely Jethro Tull must be ready for a comeback.

-- Steven Hyden, Uproxx Cultural Critic and author of �ve books,

most recently Long Road: Pearl Jam And The Soundtrack Of A

Generation
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THE SMILE
This once seemed like a side project for Thom Yorke and Jonny

Greenwood. But now that they’ve announced another new Smile

album, Wall Of Eyes (due January 26), it’s worth asking if

Radiohead is now the side project and The Smile is the going

concern. Either way, we’re excited to hear more. 

LISTEN
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TY SEGALL

This proli�c garage-rocker is

easy to take for granted. With

the exception of Robert Pollard,

nobody in indie rock puts out

more music. At some point, it

becomes impossible to keep

up with the output, though

Segall’s batting average for

putting out quality material

remains admirable. His next

album, Three Bells, drops

January 26. 

LISTEN

SLEATER-KINNEY

Their post-Janet Weiss career

has been rocky, but Corin

Tucker and Carrie Brownstein

have gamely committed

themselves to reconceiving the

band’s iconic sound. That

process continues on the

forthcoming Little Rope, out

January 19, which is previewed

by the hard-hitting (and self-

explanatory) single “Hell.” 

LISTEN

MO TROPER

This Portland-based singer-

songwriter is a real indie rock

LAURA JANE GRACE

If she stopped making music

tomorrow Laura Jane Grace

DEEP CUTS
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lifer whose aesthetic is lo-� and

kind of sloppy, but with a lot of

songcraft. (Imagine if Big Star

sounded more like Guided By

Voices.) He’s an ideal

interpreter for cult chamber-

pop genius Jon Brion, whose

music is �ltered through

Troper’s unique sensibility on

the new Troper Sings Brion. 

LISTEN

would already be known for

fronting the amazing Against

Me! But she’s not one to rest on

her laurels. Her latest solo

single, the title track from the

upcoming Hole In My Head,

shows off her ability to make

angst catchy. 

LISTEN

VINYL OF THE WEEK
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ROCK HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE — VARIOUS
ARTISTS

From Green Day to the Grateful Dead, get 15 percent off all

Warner Music rock merch like vinyl, hoodies, knickknack, and so

much more.

PICK IT UP

THROWBACK

'BLACKLISTED' by NEKO CASE

http://click.e.indiemixtape.com/?qs=746c09878a3f7b0a3a9c79bc5e09411a165ecbcf8ffb2178fd9a877e99c855031babe112c13e9cce601c199ec88669b346934f2b41b454af
http://click.e.indiemixtape.com/?qs=746c09878a3f7b0a3a9c79bc5e09411a165ecbcf8ffb2178fd9a877e99c855031babe112c13e9cce601c199ec88669b346934f2b41b454af
http://click.e.indiemixtape.com/?qs=746c09878a3f7b0a3a9c79bc5e09411a165ecbcf8ffb2178fd9a877e99c855031babe112c13e9cce601c199ec88669b346934f2b41b454af


1/3/24, 3:31 PM Indie Mixtape

view.e.indiemixtape.com/?qs=dae5258359abb81b4f76ab1ebb6b63475f5463ece024873c852b6dfb9ac4e8c361baf5be6c04dadfe3cfff9c3d137dff6f96de02ced9fcaa0fde… 6/7

CHECK IT OUT

Listen to
Indiecast Episode
164

On the latest Indiecast, Steven

and Ian assess the incredible

year that Boygenius has had

and recommend music by MJ

Lenderman

You won’t �nd many albums that are better suited for fall than

Neko Case’s breakout 2002 release. After making her name as an

alt-country torch singer, Case progressed toward a more varied

retro-pop sound on this stunning release.

LISTEN

LINER NOTES

In case you missed it...

Mitski is set to create the score for a The Queen's Gambit

musical, making up for debunked rumors about the popular

Net�ix show getting a second season.

The 1975's Matty Healy is "f*cking outraged"the band didn't get a

2024 Grammy nomination: 'Are they f*cking mental?'

A retrospective on Blink-182’s self-titled (or untitled) album, 20
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years later.

Our latest Indie Mixtape Q&A is with Ill Peach, who �nd their

rhythm on the left-of-center debut This Is Not An Exit.

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up here. 

YOU SAY YOU WANT MORE MUSIC?

→ Subscribe to our podcast and follow the of�cial playlist

→ Pop Life delivers all the latest music and messages in pop 

→ The Pit has everything you need to know about metal and

hard rock
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