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Brian Fallon felt a powerful impulse. He wanted to reconvene
with The Gaslight Anthem, the New Jersey arena-punk band he
co-founded in 2006 and then put on indefinite hiatus nine years
later. Since then, he had launched a successful solo career as an
introspective singer-songwriter. But at heart, Fallon still felt like “a
rock guy,” he says. And now, he needed his band back. But was
this the right decision? Or was he just nostalgic about his past as
a budding rock star whose band rose to commercial prominence
in the early 2010s and then quickly flamed out? Fallon decided to
reach for “the Bat Phone,” as he puts it. In search of some
guidance, he texted his most famous friend and biggest musical
influence: Bruce Springsteen. The Boss quickly responded, and
during a summit at a local pizza parlor, he urged Fallon to
reignite Gaslight. Surprisingly, Bruce's demeanor during the téte-
a-téte was more “enthusiastic fan” than “wise sage.” You can read
more about this encounter, and Brian's thoughts on every
Gaslight Anthem album, here.

-- Steven Hyden, Uproxx Cultural Critic and author of five books,
most recently Long Road: Pearl Jam And The Soundtrack Of A
Generation

In case you missed it...
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The latest /ndiecast episode has Steven Hyden and lan Cohen
talking about a new album by Hotline TNT and the return of
Diiv. Listen to it here.

Machine Gun Kelly gave one of the most awkward interviews
you'll see all year at an F1 race.

Travis Barker and Kourtney Kardashian have reportedly
welcomed their baby boy into the world.

Kate Bush shared a sweet letter to her fans about missing the
Rock & Roll Hall Of Fame induction ceremony.

Our latest Indie Mixtape Q&A is with Sen Morimeoto, who flips
the script on his latest album Diagnosis.

CAT POWER
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Along with being a masterfi _ .ter,Chan Marshall also has
one of the most breathtaking voices in all of indie rock. Hearing
her sing other people’'s songs is just as delightful as Marshall
doing her own material. We're doubly psyched by the

forthcoming Cat Power Sings Dylan: The 1966 Royal Albert Hall
Concert.

EMPTY COUNTRY MARNIE STERN

When he was in Cymbals Eat This guitar maestro made
Guitars, Joseph D'Agostino was  ripping solos cool again in indie
one of the sharpest songwriters  circles back in the aughts and
in emo and punk. In his current  early 2010s, and then went on
project Empty Country, he has  an extended hiatus. Now Stern

scaled back the grandiosity a is back to reclaim her guitar
bit but he still delivers anthems hero crown with her first aloum
that hit like classic-rock jams. in 10 years, the rightfully titled
His latest, Empty Country I, The Comeback Kid.

dropped on Friday.

g _usren |
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PRE-ORDER NOW, OUT JANUARY 19TH!
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MJ LENDERMAN

BAR ITALIA

This laconic singer-songwriter
made our favorite aloum of
2022 with Boat Songs. And now
he's back with a new live
album, And The Wind (Live and
Loose!), that gives those
wonderfully funny and rocking
songs an appropriate, well,
liveness and looseness. Just
thinking about this album
makes us want to crack a beer.

g _usren |

Most post-punk bands coming
out of England these days tend
to lean on the more guttural
and abrasive aspects of the
music. So we appreciate this
alluring London band digging
into the more mysterious and
sexy side of the music, with
deep basslines and sleek
rhythms that pull you in.

RHINO HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE — VARIOUS
ARTISTS
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y LIMITED EDITION
BOXED SETS,
VINYL, AND MORE

SHOP NOW 4
Zs

Cet a head start on holiday shopping for the music lover in your
life with vinyl from New Order, The Replacements, Tina Turner,
The Velvet Underground, and many, many more.

[ )

'"EMPEROR TOMATO KETCHUP' by STEREOLAB

These days, we're used to artists mixing and matching sounds
from different genres to create new kinds of music. But back in
the '90s, this sort of thing was kind of novel, which made
polymath indie pop acts like Stereolab unique. But now, the
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catchy psychedelic freakot oeror Tomato Ketchup just
sound like really cool pop music.

(Cuasren )

LINER NOTES

Listen to
Indiecast Episode
162

On the latest episode of
Indiecast, Steven and lan talk
about the return of Diivand
the rise of buzz band Hotline
TNT.

[ CHECK IT OUT ]

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up here.

YOU SAY YOU WANT MORE MUSIC?

— Subscribe to our podcast and follow the official playlist

— Pop Life delivers all the latest music and messages in pop

— The Pit has everything you need to know about metal and
hard rock
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