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Happy holidays! Last week, we looked back on the year’s best

releases. 2023 was a great year for music, with dozens of top-shelf

albums we couldn’t get enough of. So there’s still more music to

talk about. Here are a bunch more records you will want to check

out if you haven’t already.

-- Steven Hyden, Uproxx Cultural Critic and author of �ve books,

most recently Long Road: Pearl Jam And The Soundtrack Of A

Generation
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RATBOYS

This extremely enjoyable and

consistent Chicago band

specializes in a genre I call “Just

Good-Ass Indie Music.” Ratboys

are the sort of band you tell a

friend about by explaining that

they are “Just Good-Ass Indie

Music.” It’s not terribly speci�c

or descriptive, but people know

exactly what you mean when

you say it. 

SUPERVIOLET

This album’s aims are modest

but true — former Sidekick

Steven Ciolek set out to write

fantastic songs that reimagine

Alex Chilton as an Ohio native

who cut his teeth in a

generational emo band. And

he succeeded. His songs are

fantastic. And I feel like I can

grow old with them. 

LISTEN

JASON ISBELL
The venerable dean of modern-day country-leaning singer-

songwriters has been so consistent for so long that the arrival of

another excellent album is easy to take for granted. But I would

make the case for Weathervanes ranking with his very best work.

After a series of folk-oriented albums, he cranks the guitars this

time.

LISTEN
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LISTEN

DEEP CUTS
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KARA JACKSON

This Chicago-based singer-

songwriter has a legitimate

literary pedigree — she was the

National Youth Poet Laureate

back in the late 2010s. But the

wonder of her beguiling jazz-

folk fantasias are how they

operate on a level that goes

beyond language. This has a lot

to do with her expressively

husky, one-of-a-kind voice. 

LISTEN

JERRY DAVID
DECICCA

This singer-songwriter mines a

very speci�c aesthetic on New

Shadows that derives from

once-disreputable, now-

beloved albums made in the

’80s by the top troubadours of

the ’60s and ’70s. The synths

and saxes evoke albums like

Bruce Springsteen’s Tunnel Of

Love, Leonard Cohen’s I’m Your

Man, and Bob Dylan’s Empire

Burlesque.

LISTEN

VINYL OF THE WEEK

'LIVE AT THE MATRIX 1967: THE
ORIGINAL MASTERS' 
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by THE DOORS — 5LP

Bootlegs of The Doors' storied performance at San Francisco's

The Matrix have circulated among fans for years. But now, you

can hear a remastered version of the band's 37-song set across

this 5LP collection.

PICK IT UP

THROWBACK

'SPIRIT OF EDEN' by TALK TALK
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CHECK IT OUT

Looking back at
albums from 2003

Once you’re done catching up

with 2023’s best albums, check

out this list of the best albums

of 2003. 

While the band isn’t hugely well-known, Talk Talk is likely your

favorite indie band’s favorite indie band. It’s hard to imagine

Radiohead, or any post-rock band, without the existence of

forward-thinking masterworks like 1988’s Spirit of Eden.

LISTEN

LINER NOTES

In case you missed it...

The best emo albums of 2023, from Mauve to Home Is Where.

Sydney Sweeney has thoughts on claims The Rolling Stones

sexually objecti�ed her in their ‘Angry’ video.

Bob Dylan secretly released a CD of vintage rarities and fans are

hunting for the elusive collection.
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Our latest Indie Mixtape Q&A is with Bory, who is an exciting new

voice in power pop.

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up here. 

YOU SAY YOU WANT MORE MUSIC?

→ Subscribe to our podcast and follow the of�cial playlist

→ Pop Life delivers all the latest music and messages in pop 

→ The Pit has everything you need to know about metal and

hard rock

This email was sent by: Warner Music Group 1633 Broadway New York, NY 10019 USA

This email was sent to: carolyn.droke@uproxx.com
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